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I want to begin this morning by inviting everyone to take just a moment to think of the names of some of the greatest characters from the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.  Let me suggest just a few:  Abraham, Moses, Deborah, David, Elijah, Mary, Peter, and Paul.  You’ve probably thought of some other names I didn’t mention, but let me ask you now to consider this:  What do all these persons, these great men and women of the Bible, have in common?


They’re a diverse group. They lived in different times and cultures.  The challenges which confronted them were different, and yet I believe there is a common thread.  All of these people were called by God to fulfill a purpose, and when they were called, no matter what they were being asked to do, each one ultimately said, “Yes”.  “Here am I, Lord; I go, Lord, even as you have said,” or as in the case of Mary in today’s gospel passage: “Let it be with me according to your word.”


Today’s gospel is, of course, Luke’s account of the Annunciation in which the angel Gabriel delivers to Mary the news that she, a virgin, is to conceive and give birth to the Messiah, the Son of God.


Of all the great people in the Bible who said “yes” to God when they were called to mission, Mary is the one whom I respect the most.


We don’t know how old Mary was when these things transpired, but scripture does indicate she was young.  Peasant girls of her time and culture often became engaged as early as age 14, and we do know that she was engaged to a man named Joseph.  She lived in Nazareth, which at the time was a small and inconsequential village in the northern part of Galilee.  In short, there was absolutely nothing special or unusual about Mary, nothing to prepare or recommend her for her high purpose and calling.


But throughout scripture, when God selects someone, he always selects well.  Told by an angel that she had been chosen to bring into the world God’s Son, the Messiah, Mary’s reply was one of perfect faith: “Here am I, the Servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”


The late John Macquarrie, perhaps the greatest Anglican theologian of the 20th century, used to complain that while Roman Catholics had perhaps placed too great an emphasis on Mary, Anglicans had not given her the credit she deserved.  Macquarrie said that Mary is the prototype, the very model for everything the church should be.


It makes sense when you think about it.  Mary’s special calling was to bring Christ into the world, and that is still our primary mission as well.  The role of the church is to bring Christ into the world, to introduce and inject Christ and the love of God into every aspect of human culture and existence.  


Mary said “yes”, and by the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit was able to accomplish her task, daunting as it was.  We too must all be open to the working of God’s Spirit in us.


God calls everyone to mission.  The Holy Spirit remains at work throughout the Church and in each one of us for the accomplishment of God’s purpose.  Through the power of the Spirit, ordinary people, like Mary, can become empowered to do extraordinary things.


On the Episcopal Calendar of Saints, tomorrow is the feast day of Lillian Trasher.  Lillian Trasher was just an ordinary southern girl who grew up in rural Georgia.  She was raised Catholic and her family was neither rich nor poor.  But in her teen years, Lillian took a keen interest in studying the Bible, and then she had a religious experience.  She felt that God was calling her to do something special.  She went to a Bible College, and in 1912, in the little town of Cleveland, Tennessee (that’s right, I said Cleveland, Tennessee), Lillian Trasher was ordained a minister in the Church of God.  She became a missionary to Egypt, where, in 1916, she succeeded in establishing a Christian orphanage, which became home to some fifty abandoned children.  

Lillian continued her work in Egypt, and when she died in 1961, her orphanages (plural) were caring for over 1,200 children.  Just plain, ordinary Lillian Trashier from Cleveland, Tennessee, but as the angel reminds us in today’s gospel, nothing is impossible with God.


When we allow the Holy Spirit to enter into us, when we say “yes” to God, then as with Mary and as with Lillian Trashier, God can work through us to fulfill his will, and great things can be accomplished.


Whenever we open our hearts to Christ, he can grow there in us and we in him.  As Mary became God’s instrument of creation, we can become instruments of re-creation in Christ.  Like Mary, we through our works and witness can present Christ to the world and we can also help in presenting the world to Christ.


Today as we approach the communion rail, as we prepare to receive Christ, to take his presence into our hearts and lives, may our prayer and outlook be like that of Mary, like that of Blessed Lillian Trasher, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord, let it be with me according to your word.”








AMEN
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