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I want to share a few moments with you this morning thinking about the perception of time.  We sometimes say that ‘time flies when you are having fun,’ enjoying what you are doing. We wish we had more time. And, then, time sometimes seems to drag on and on when we are doing something we do not enjoy or had rather not be doing. When our young people started showing up for Sunday school today, I had a recovered memory of being in algebra and geometry classes in high school.  As the teacher taught her heart out, I would be looking at the clock convinced that it wasn’t moving.  It was a perception that time had stopped, and that class seemed to go on and on. So, how we perceive time is important to how we experience it. I am noticing recently in our culture more and more people, when they refer to their jobs, are saying they work 24/7 – 365. I heard a high-powered business executive being interviewed about two months ago on one of the cable financial shows. He said in all earnestness, ‘I literally work 24/7 – 365.’  Now that can’t literally be true. He can’t possibly work all the time. But, it is a perception. The perception is, ‘My job demands that I be available to it 24/7.’ His perception is that he is working all the time, because he is accessible 24/7 by email, pagers, and other electronic devices whose names I don’t know. I’m hopelessly behind the curve on these things. But his perception is, ‘I am never away from my job.’


A high profile college football coach took a job last week – a job with high expectations. As a part of his press conference accepting the job, he said, “I know that being head coach here is a 24/7 – 365 job.”  Now, in reality, you can’t possibly coach football every second of every day of the year. Of course, we know that intuitively, but the perception is that there is no end to the job, there is no end to the demands. 

So how we perceive time is important.  I am still adjusting to the fact that it is no longer daylight savings time. I went to SkyRidge the other night, and was on the way from there to Life Care. When I pulled into the parking garage at SkyRidge, it was dark already, and I thought, ‘Man, I just want to be home.’ I looked at my watch and it was 6:15. Two months ago I would not have thought twice about being out and about at 6:15! But, I have not adjusted to the change in time. I will, but I haven’t yet. So my perception the other night was that it was later than it really was. Which leads me to the Epistle lesson today. 


This passage from 2 Peter addresses the perception that Jesus’ return to earth is delayed. The early Christians believed that Jesus would return to earth imminently after his resurrection and ascension into heaven.  The gospels, as documents, weren’t written down until the mid to late first century. There is a whole generation that passes between Jesus’ earthly life and the time the gospels were written down.  The reason for that is that the earliest Christians didn’t see the need for a written record, because they assumed that Jesus would come back quickly. So the gospel was transmitted orally for a whole generation in the hope that Jesus’ return to earth was imminent. By the time 2 Peter, is written, enough time has passed that the early Christians are beginning to doubt whether Jesus will come back.


This lesson begins with v. 8, but in the early part of chapter 3 of 2 Peter, he refers to scoffers.  Scoffers are beginning to doubt that Jesus will come back.  So that is the context of this passage, and in this passage there are some very important teachings about how we perceive time. 


What we are dealing with is what we call the delay of the parousia.  Parousia is a Greek word that means arrival, or coming, or being present with. So the return of Jesus in the Greek of his day is called the parousia.   Peter addresses in his second Epistle the delay of the Lord’s coming.


Here is what I want to talk about for just a few more moments. The first couple of lines of this passage read, ‘Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.’ This is an allusion to Psalm 90 v. 4. Peter’s audience would have been very familiar with the Psalms, and they would have gotten the allusion. Already, in the Psalms, the point has been made -- God’s time is not necessarily our time. Eternity works on a different time frame than everyday life in this world. Peter is counseling his audience . . . ‘God’s time may be different from ours.’  ‘God’s sense of time is beyond our ability to comprehend.’ Peter is saying there is a precedent for this in the Scriptures. ‘It is part of our theology to recognize that God’s timing may be different from ours.’  
It is beautiful language.  ‘With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.’ Then Peter counsels that the Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness. The scoffers are saying, ‘He is not coming back because he should have been here by now.’  “The Lord is not slow about his promise as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but for all to come to repentance.” This also is an allusion to Scripture.  In Exodus Chapter 34 v. 6, the writer says that God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. Peter is trying to remind his audience of their own theology. The Lord has his own time and his own ways. Peter says this is a gift, because the Lord wants no one to perish but all to come to repentance. What Peter, in the end, is counseling here is, rather than spending your time idly fretting over something you cannot control, the best use of one’s time is to draw near to the Lord and to live each day to the fullest rather than fret about when he will come back.  What we are called to do is to live each day to the fullest making use of the gifts we have been given by God. 


I say frequently, and will continue to say frequently, in the Greek of the New Testament the root definition for the word we translate as repentance is to turn around. At any moment a follower of Jesus Christ can turn around, turn back to God, back to grace, and forgiveness, and love. Peter is trying to get his hearers not to be anxious about God’s timing, which is beyond their comprehension anyway. Instead he wants them to be receptive of his offer of repentance, forgiveness, and grace. It is a very pastoral teaching here. Peter sees that people are starting to be weighed down by this anxiety about the Lord’s return.  By being weighed down by that anxiety, what they are missing is the blessedness of each day when one lives close to God and has a sense that one is forgiven and can be at peace. 


Peter says then that the day of the Lord will come like a thief. This is direct teaching from Jesus himself. In Matthew 24:43-44 Jesus says that if the householder had known at one time the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. Jesus himself is saying that the end will come like a thief in the night, unexpectedly, by surprise.

Paul says the same thing, in the end, in 1 Thessalonians.  So this is teaching that Peter’s audience would be familiar with. It comes from Jesus himself. Ours is not to know the time of the second coming of Christ, ours is to live each day in the presence of God and to his glory.


In getting to the conclusion of this passage, Peter wraps up this portion of his Epistle so beautifully. “Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace.” This is the counsel. ‘Don’t be disabled by anxiety trying to discern the timing of Christ’s return. Be at peace now, because God loves us as we are if we will turn to him and accept his forgiveness and grace.’ What beautiful teaching here!  Strive to be found by him at peace without spot or blemish, and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. ‘Don’t be anxious about this,’ Peter is writing, ’this is your opportunity to know the peace of Christ.’ Every day you have the chance to repent, to turn around, to turn back to God and find peace. Don’t worry about the day and the hour of the end of time. Take advantage of the time you have and be at peace. 


So perception of time is so important. I conclude by raising a question for each one of us, myself included.  How do we see today? Is today a sort of normal, mundane day that we live out of habit where we do pretty much what we did last Sunday and the Sunday before that?  Or, is today a precious gift given to us by God, a precious gift to be lived to the fullest? 

How do we see today? How do we see the time we are given? Do we fritter away the time we have, or do we recognize that every moment is a gift to be cherished and to be offered back to God in his service. 

  I want to leave us today with one last verse of scripture. This is another Psalm. Psalm 118:24 will be familiar to many of us. May it help us embrace Peter’s teaching here, from his second letter, that every day is a gift, and every day offers an invitation to be at peace with God. Psalm 118:24: This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Amen. 
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